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Advent & Christmas 2025
Dear Friends:
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus proclaims: ‘Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.

The purpose for remaining wide awake and alert is so that we don’t fall into the trap of living only in the past
or in the future. The past we can’t change, and the future isn’t promised to us. God doesn’t want us to lament
what could have been, nor to postpone the changes we know need to be made within us.

God wants us to live in the present, in this very moment, in this time and place. He wants us to experience life
to the fullest today, right now. That’s what it means to be alert and awake. He wants us to see Him in every
person and circumstance, to treat every day as if it were our last and every encounter as if we may not pass
this way again. And so, when our days are done, our meeting the Lord will be like meeting an old friend.

The Lord is coming --- today, tomorrow, and at the end of time. May we use this Advent season to ready
ourselves to meet Him in every person and around every corner. So let us keep our eyes open. We don’t want
to miss the best part.

As we journey these four weeks together, let us also reflect on God’s promises, and rejoice in his greatest
promise- the person of Jesus for whom we await. May we also be able to keep our promise to God, to become
the loving, beautiful people he created us to be.

Thank you for all your love and your support of the mission of St. Benedict Parish at St. Francis Xavier Church.

Prayerfully yours,

V - 1 f\v\/m\yo\
Fr. Paul Zirimenya, Pastor
Direct Video Phone: 415-683-7845  Email: zirimenya@gmail.com

2025 Advent/Christmas Mass Schedule:

November 23: Christ the King/Thanksgiving Mass 10:30 am
December 01 - December 24: Sunday Advent Masses 10:30 am
December 24: Christmas Eve Vigil 7:00 pm

December 25: Christmas Day Mass 10:30 am

January 1, 2026: New Year’s Day Mass 10:30 am
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