St. Benedict Parish for the Deaf
Sunday, March 12, 2023

Dear Friends: Do you think of yourself as “helpless”? “Of course not,” you might re-
ply. “I have God-given abilities; | have family and friends to support me. | can take care
of myself in lots of ways.” But this isn’t the type of “helplessness” that St. Paul is talk-
ing about in our first reading. He’s saying that Jesus didn’t wait for us to help ourselves
out of sin; he gave us his help by dying on the cross for us. He offered his mercy even
before we asked for it! This sounds a bit like the father of the prodigal son in yester-
day’s Gospel, doesn’t it? The story of the Samaritan woman in today’s Gospel shows
this principle in action as well. From the outside, this woman might not have seemed
all that helpless. But Jesus saw her vulnerability and powerlessness. As a woman mar-
ried many times who was now living in sin, she was helpless to integrate herself into
society. That’s why she went to draw water at midday, when all the other women
would not be there (John 4:6-7). She was helpless to explain her irregular marital situ-
ation when Jesus brought it up (4:16-17). And she was helpless against whatever fallen
drives or external forces kept pushing her from one relationship to the next (4:18). But
Jesus came to her in all that helplessness and offered her the water of life. He didn’t
wait for her to get her act together. He didn’t wait for her to seek him out. He came to
her and engaged with her. He gave her hope that her life could change, that she could
be saved, and that she could be restored. Simply put, in her helplessness, Jesus helped
her. He can do that for you, too! Even now, Jesus wants to help you, even if you don’t
think of yourself as “helpless.” He sees your need, and he has just the right amount of

grace and love to fill that need. So let Jesus come to you and help you today. “Jesus, |

need you!”© The Word Among +++++++++++++++++++++++H++++HHHHH b4+

St. Benedict Sunday Mass
March 05, 2023 Collection

Currency: $ 71.00
Envelopes: $ 15.00
T OTAL: $ 86.00

Thank you very much for supporting with your gifts

MARCH 17-19, 2023

Vallombrosa Retreat Center
250 Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park, CA

Weekend retreat will include Holy Mass, opportunities
for Confession and Adoration.

For more information / registration visit:
www.acdsf.info
or contact Ed Hopfner: HopfnerE@SFArch.org

ﬁ SAN FRANCISCO

Sunday Mass Readers

All are welcome to volunteer

March 12
Aaron Cruz
March 19
Michael Callejas
March 26
Vanessa Baxter
April 02
Clarebyll Mabanta
April 09
Nancy McCormick
April 16
Markensy Jacques

CALENDAR 2023

Sunday, March 12
3rd Sunday of Lent
Mass at 10:30AM
Presider: Father Ghislain

Sunday, March 19
4th Sunday of Lent
Mass at 10:30AM
Presider: Father Ghislain

Sunday, March 26
5th Sunday of Lent
Mass at 10:30AM
Presider: Father Paul

Sunday, April 02
Palm Sunday
Mass at 10:30AM
Presider: Father Ghislain

Sunday, April 09
Easter Sunday
Mass at 10:30AM
Presider: Father Paul

Sunday, April 16
Divine Mercy Sunday
Mass at 10:30AM
Presider: Father Ghislain




“Lo, I am with you always, even to
the end of age.” Matthew 28:20

MASS INTENTIONS

Mass in American Sign Language at

St. Benedict Parish at St. Francis
Xavier Church.
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